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Delivery Options
Send change of address or
request for delivery to
WUD by phone or email at:
(209)527-6453
info@wudairies.com

Struggling with
Depresssion?
Call 1-800-784-2433 any
time, 24x7, for a live,
trained person to talk with
or to find local resources.

LUC: Lecheros
Unidos de
California

Western United Dairies is
proud to host LUC, a
clearinghouse of resources
to assist in all aspects of
searching for and hiring
employees for your dairy.

LUC services are offered in
Spanish & English &
include:

Free advertisement of
job postings to a wide
audience of potential
employees
Phone call interviews
with translation
services
Access to a pool of
pre-screened
employees with dairy
experience

For more information, visit:
westernuniteddairies.co
m/lecheros-unidos
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(continued on page 2)

A note from Anja Raudabaugh, CEO of Western United Dairies

Protect Your Herds -This is Serious

Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza A (HPAI)/H5N1 virus is for the first time
affecting dairy cattle across the United States. Federal and state agencies
are moving quickly to conduct additional testing for the virus, including
any other multi-factorial components of the disease event in dairy cattle.
Viral genomic sequencing is being conducted at present, but the vector
for this pathogen is not precisely known although birds are suspected.
There are no known cases in California herds at this time. Epidemiologic
evidence strongly suggests cow-to-cow transmission at present. CDQAP
offers more information here. 

Beef and dairy products are safe for consumers because pasteurization is
effective at killing the virus.

This situation is evolving and changing. Guidance and directives will LIKELY
CHANGE as more information is learned. USDA and Federal and State
partners will continue to share additional updates as soon as information
becomes available.

In addition to the USDA guidance document (see page 3), the following
slides are exceeding helpful from a herd management perspective and are
being provided by Select Milk Producers, Quality Control Veterinarian, Dr.
Brandon Treichler, DVM.

WUD is requesting that the State of California use it’s authority to ban all
cattle coming into California from HPIA infected states until further notice.

http://westernuniteddairies.com/lecheros-unidos
http://westernuniteddairies.com/lecheros-unidos
https://westernuniteddairies.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/CDQAP_March2024_final.pdf
https://westernuniteddairies.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/CDQAP_March2024_final.pdf
https://westernuniteddairies.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/vs-recommendations-hpai-w-highlights.pdf


A D V E R T I S E  W I T H  U STHANK YOU TO OUR CURRENT SPONSORS.
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(continued) Protect Your Herds -This is Serious

https://westernuniteddairies.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/2023-WUD-Sponsor-Packet-1.pdf
https://westernuniteddairies.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/2023-WUD-Sponsor-Packet-1.pdf
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Existing biosecurity plans should be reviewed as they contain baseline preparatory safety information,
however HPIA is a new pathogen not previously considered as part of those plans. Please read these
important guidelines from USDA in preparing your herds for this new virus and be sure and check out the
wudairies.com website for more information.

Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPIA) is NEW Disease in Dairy Cattle

NOTE: We have highlighted areas of importance. Please take
the time to review the highlighted sections. D O W N L O A D  D O C U M E N T

https://westernuniteddairies.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/vs-recommendations-hpai-w-highlights.pdf
https://westernuniteddairies.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/vs-recommendations-hpai-w-highlights.pdf
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WEEKLY
MARKET
UPDATE

U S D A ’ s  Co ld  S to rage  r e p o r t  p u t  U S  F e b r u a r y  b u t t e r
s t o c k s  a t  2 9 5 . 8  m i l l i o n  p o u n d s ,  u p  4 8 . 2  m i l l i o n  p o u n d s
v e r s u s  J a n u a r y  a n d  w e l l  a b o v e  e x p e c t a t i o n s .  C h e e s e
s t o c k s  r e a c h e d  1 . 4 6 3  b i l l i o n  p o u n d s ,  u p  6 . 8  m i l l i o n
p o u n d s  o n  t h e  m o n t h  a n d  j u s t  b e l o w  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l
a v e r a g e  i n c r e a s e .

While bulk stocks are ample, spot butter prices
remained elevated ahead of the Easter holiday
weekend. The big question now: With spring
holidays in the rearview, will markets drop?

Amid more reports of healthy inventories and
tepid demand, spot cheddar markets remain
lethargic. Blocks and barrels were relatively
unchanged last week.

New Zealand milk powder prices dropped at
last week’s GDT Pulse event. SMP settled at
$1.12 per pound, down 5.4% from the previous
Pulse. WMP finished at $1.40 per pound, down
3.3%. CME spot NDM, however, pressed higher,
settling up roughly a penny on the week.

The latest USDA report pointed to ample grain
stocks. Corn inventories were pegged at 8.35
billion bushels, up 13% year-over-year.
Soybean stocks were estimated at 1.85 billion
bushels, 9% higher on the year.

Farmers are planning to put less corn in the
ground. USDA estimated this year’s corn
plantings at 90.0 million acres, below forecasts
for 91.77 million acres. Soybean acreage was
estimated at 86.51 million acres, roughly in line
with estimates for 86.53 million acres.

USDA identified an illness impacting cattle in
the Southwest as Highly Pathogenic Avian
Influenza. Questions remain around HPAI, but
USDA says it doesn’t pose any threats to
commercial milk supply or consumer health.

USDA’s 2024 Dairy Margin Coverage
enrollment is open through April 29. The
February payment rate is $0.06 per
hundredweight.
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